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Accommodations for Secondary School

This document aims to provide information for parents and carers, which they can use to
support their child/ren.

Access Arrangements

Access arrangements are agreed before examinations. They allow candidates with specific
needs, such as special educational needs, disabilities or temporary injuries, to access the
assessment and show what they know and can do without changing the demands of the
assessment. The intention behind an access arrangement is to meet the needs of an
individual candidate without affecting the integrity of the assessment. Access arrangements
are the principal way in which awarding bodies comply with the duty under the Equality Act
2010 to make ‘reasonable adjustments’. We have a seperate download just on access
arrangements on our website with further information.

Ideas for accommodations for dyscalculia that parents could ask a Secondary School-

» Request the teacher to refrain from asking and expecting quick mental maths/ times
tables answers. This may generate anxiety within your child but when given sufficient
time they may be able to give an accurate answer.

» Ask that your child can use of a calculator in lessons to support more complex maths
topics. This will allow them to focus on understanding the maths concept — not spending
a long time adding or multiplying in their head or on paper.

» Ask if manipulatives can be made available to all learners in maths lessons. Your child
may not need to use them all of the time but they are excellent for more abstract
concepts.

e Ask that your child has scaffolding within the maths learning, for example, If the lesson
headings are provided printed on paper at the beginning of the lessons, your child will
not need to spend time and effort copying from the board, whilst focusing on the maths
work. This should include diagrams and drawings. This will also benefit a child with
attention and concentration challenges.

Dyscalculia




Dyscalculia

Unlocking Numbers

Accommodations for Secondary School
|

Continued -

» Ask if the teacher could help your child to learn and practice a new concept by providing
them with clearly numbered step-by-step instructions.

« Ensure that the teacher is mindful of your child’s potential maths anxiety and to be aware
of the negative effect this has on their working memory, especially when putting them into
small maths groups with their peers.

« Remind the teacher that when your child is pressured into working under strict timed
conditions (including on-line games), this may cause stress where the child’'s memory
goes completely blank and they achieve a low score. Dyscalculic pupils find it hard to
retrieve basic arithmetic facts from their long-term memory, especially in timed conditions
and may lead to them completely disengaging with their maths lessons.

« For young people struggling with maths (and for their parents) the use of an online
homework platforms e.g., Sparx, Mymaths, Dr. Frost, Heggarty Maths, can sometimes
become the cause of high levels of stress and anxiety. Depending on the learning style of
your child written homework may be preferable.

« Gently remind the teacher that a dyscalculic pupil may be working twice as hard as a
neuro-typical one, so we need to reduce the amount of homework given to five main
questions, which cover the key area of the topic. The thought of a whole sheet of
questions, which may take them several hours may lead to panic and them avoiding doing
any maths altogether!

» Ask the teacher to keep in regular contact with you as you are willing to support as much
as possible; showing you are an engaged parent and willing to help at home will be of
huge help to a busy teacher!
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