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Accommodations for Primary School

This document aims to provide information for parents and carers, which they can use to
support their child/ren.

Ideas for accommodations for dyscalculia that parents could ask a primary school-
General information-

« Schools may, with permission from the Standards and Testing Agency (STA), request permission
in advance for some access arrangements in your child’'s Key Stage 2 SATS tests, these include
25% extra time and early opening to adapt test papers.

« Other adaptations known as school-delegated arrangements can include a reader, rest breaks
and support for keeping the pupil focussed. No permission is needed; however, the school must
evidence that this is the child’s normal way of working and inform the STA of these. Further
information about these and other arrangements can be found in the guidance for Key Stage 2
access arrangements.

For support in the classroom, you could:

« Ask the educator to avoid ‘cold calling’ by giving your child notice of being asked a question so
that they can prepare their response with adult or peer support.

« Ask the educator to allow plenty of processing time in maths- think ‘the five second rule’. When
asking a question or giving an instruction, ask if they could pause before expecting an answer or
take up. If repetition is needed, ask if the same words could be used as rephrasing can confuse
and cause the child to think that they have a different task or instruction to process, when they
have been asked the same thing in a different way.

« Ask the educator to avoid timed tasks wherever possible as these can raise subject based
anxiety which has a knock-on effect on executive function, particularly working memory.

« Explain to the educator that for dyscalculic people time as a concept can be extremely
challenging and anxiety raising. This means they may not understand, ‘there are 5 minutes to go’
or ‘the test is half an hour long’. This often means they will struggle to complete tasks within set
times and will also result in increased anxiety.
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Ask that their maths learning begins at the point where the learner is already confident (able to
access work independently) and then moves onto new concepts. New concepts should be
taught one at a time and must be broken down into manageable ‘bite sized’ chunks.

Ask that, where possible and practicable, your child have a tabletop copy of what is on the
classroom board, either a paper copy, photo of the board taken on a tablet or iPad, or a live
copy dropped onto a tablet or iPad. That way, your child will be better able to focus their
energy on the maths content rather than copying from the board. The use of a mini whiteboard
for working out can also be encouraging for learners as they feel it is less permanent and they
can alter their workings more easily.

Ask about the school’s policy on the use of manipulatives/concrete apparatus such as counters,
base ten apparatus, Cuisenaire, Numicon etc. It is important that these are viewed as positive
by all educators and learners and are available to learners of all ages. Explain that your child is
likely to need to be explicitly taught how to use manipulatives and be actively encouraged to
play and experiment to develop their understanding of patterns and number relationships.

While thinking about manipulatives, it would be helpful if your child could have access to similar
things at home, to help with homework, as they have at school. Ask the educator if it is possible
to borrow these from school or find out what is typically used if you prefer to support by
purchasing a set of equipment to keep at home.

Ask for mathematical vocabulary to be pre-taught to your child and for one word to be used
per concept per session if possible.

Ask if your child could create a personalised maths dictionary, separate from their maths book,
so that they can refer to this when revisiting a topic and have their resources such as number
lines, multiplication squares etc. to hand, as well as worked examples and memory joggers.

Request that homework is adapted to your child’s developmental level in maths. Agree with the
educator how long they will spend on homework and stick to that time. Online homework
environments such as Times Table Rockstars, MyMaths or Mathletics can cause high levels of
stress and anxiety for children who struggle with maths. Ask if alternative, concrete activities
such as games that reinforce numeracy basics could be used instead.

Ask the teacher to keep in regular contact with you as you are willing to support as much as
possible; showing you are an engaged parent and willing to help at home will be of huge help to
a busy teacher!
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